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The PetroVietnam University

English Department 

	1. INSTRUCTOR’S INFORMATION 

	Name:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	


	2.  GENERAL INFORMATION OF THE SUBJECT

	Course title: 
	English for PVU students

	Course code: 
	B1

	Number of Credits:
	

	Type of course:
	Compulsory  (      Optional ((

	Prerequisite:
	A1, A2

	Department in charge: 
	English Department


	3. COURSE OVERVIEW 


This is an Academic English course for the second- year students at the PetroVietnam University. During the course, new grammar structures and vocabulary are presented in contexts, followed by different interesting activities so that students will remember and use new language units confidently and naturally.  Learners are encouraged to work in pairs, in groups to develop their teamwork skills as well as communication skills. 
This course adopts the learner-centered approach and learning-by-doing theories supported by Felder and Brent (2003). Assessment is continuous, which allows for a comprehensive view of the extent to which students have met the course objectives and outcomes (Garrison and Ehringhaus, 2007). 

	4. COURSE OBJECTIVES 


By the end of level B1, the students should:

· Be able to link a series of shorter, discrete simple elements into a connected, linear sequence of points. 
· Be able to use the most frequently occurring connectors to link simple sentences in order to tell a story or describe something as a simple list of points.

· Be able to establish social contact: greetings and farewells, introductions, giving thanks.

· Be able to write personal letters describing experiences, feelings and events in some details.

· Be able to narrate a story; be able to write about everyday aspects of his/her environment, e.g. people, places, a job or study experiences in linked sentences; be able to write very short; basic descriptions of events, past activities, and personal experiences. 

· Be able to adapt well rehearsed memorized simple phrases to particular circumstances through limited lexical substitution.

· Be able to discuss what to do next, make and respond to suggestions, ask and give directions; be able to make his/her opinions and reactions understood as regards possible solutions or the question of what to do next, give brief reasons and explanations.

· Be able to use reasonable accurately a repertoire of frequently used `routines` and patterns associated with more predictable situations.

· Be able to extrapolate the meaning of occasional unknown words from the context and deduce sentence meaning provided the topic discussed is familiar.
· Be able to give and seek personal views and opinions in discussing topics of interest.

· Can use a prepared questionnaire to carry out a structured interview, with some spontaneous follow up questions.
· Be able to follow detailed directions.

· Be able to understand the main points of radio news bulletins and simpler recorded material about familiar subjects delivered relatively slowly and clearly.
· Have spelling, punctuation and layout accurate enough to be followed most of the time.
· Be able understand straightforward factual information about common everyday or job-related topics, identifying both general messages and specific details, provided speech is clearly articulated in a generally familiar accent; be able to understand enough to meet needs of a concrete type provided speech is clearly and slowly articulated; be able to understand the main points of clear standard speech on familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc.

· Be able to reasonably fluently sustain a straightforward description of one a variety of subjects within his/her field of interest, presenting it as a linear sequence of points.

· Be able to understand short, simple texts on familiar matters of a concrete type which consist of high frequency everyday or job-related language.
· Be able to manage simple routine exchange ideas and information on familiar topics in predictable everyday situations.

· Have clearly intelligible pronunciation even if a foreign accent is sometimes evident and occasional mispronunciations occur.
· Be able to work out how to communicate the main points he/she wants to get across, exploiting any resources available and limiting the message to what he/she can recall or find the means to express.

· Be able to convey simple, straightforward information of immediate relevance, getting across which point he/she feels is the most important.

· Be able to understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters well enough to be able to correspond regularly with a pen friend.

· Be able to recognize the line of argument in the treatment of the issue presented, though not necessarily in detail; be able to identify the main conclusions in clearly signaled argumentative texts; be able to recognize significant points in straightforward newspaper articles on familiar subjects.
· Be able to find specific, predictable information in simple everyday material such as advertisements, prospectuses, menus, reference lists and timetables.

· Be aware of salient politeness conventions and acts appropriately.
· Be able to describe hopes and ambitions; give short, basic descriptions of events and activities; describe everyday aspects of his/her environment e.g. people, places, a job or study experience; describe past activities and personal experiences; describe habits and routines.
· Be able to briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions, plans and actions. 

· Be able to show a good control of elementary vocabulary but major errors still occur when expressing more complex thoughts or handling unfamiliar topics or situations.

· Have sufficient vocabulary to conduct routine, everyday transactions involving familiar situations and topics; have sufficient vocabulary to express himself/herself with some circumlocutions on most topics pertinent to his/her everyday life, such as family, hobbies, interests, work, travel, and current affairs.
	5. MATERIALS  


Course books
English 3 for PVU Students

Supplementary sources 
1. Oxenden, C. & Latham-Koenig, C. (2008). New English File: Upper-Intermediate Student’s Book. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
2. Hallows, R., Lisboa, M. & Unwin, M. (2006). IELTS Express Intermediate Course-book. Thomson.
	6. COURSE POLICY


· Regular attendance. Accumulated absences of more than 54 periods will merit an automatic failure.

· Completion of the Progress test (in week 10) and final test (the exact time to be informed later).

·  Use of a group email address where class announcements will be posted. Students should access their free email account and check their emails regularly. Students can send questions or other messages regarding study matters to the teacher or other classmates via this address.

	7. ASSESSMENT 


	
	Assessment Task
	Mark Allocation
	Deadline
	Assessment Criteria

	PART I
	Progress Test 
	40%
	Week 10
	In- class exam

	
	Participation
	10%
	
	Attendance, In-class Participation, Teamwork

	PART II
	End-of-term Test
	50%
	
	In- class exam


	8. METHODOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES 


 This course employs the following different but complimentary teaching and learning methods:

· Learner-centered: the course places the learner and learning at the center of all teaching and learning activities.

· Learner autonomy: learners of the course are expected to be active in class and be able to work well on their own. 

· Learning by doing: during the course students will be required to apply what they have learned in various ways.  

· Teamwork: As their cooperation is a pivotal source of learning, learners are expected to cooperate well with their classmates in class and self-study time.
	9. FRAMEWORK FOR THE SYLLABUS 
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